V. RETURN OF THE SUPPORTING PARTIES
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The First Supporting Party, under the
leadership of Surgeon-Lieutenant Atkinson,
had turned back at the top of the Beardmore
Glacier on December asnd. It is not possible
within the compass of this work to give an
account of their journey, and it must suffice
to say that they reached Hut Point without
undue difficulty on January 26th, having
averaged as much as 16-3 miles a day until
they reached One Ton Depot.

The return of the Last Supporting Party was
an entirely different affair. Three-man units
had done well before, but in this case two of
the team had been in harness since the second
motor broke down on November ist. They
left the polar party on January 4th, with the
knowledge that they themselves would be hard
pressed to cover the 750 miles back to Hut
Point. To reach their first depot on the
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